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Introduction
A Marine charts from 13th to 16th century

AiThe first true maps.:
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amazingly accurate. o
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Origin & construction unknown

"Whatever their antecedents might have bee
these cannot be identified with any confiden
today. ...

How was the prototyrg

(Campbell, 1987)
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ATo investigate if portolan maps were
constructed using one or more
cartographic projections.



Portolan definition

A Although many portolan charts include
compass roses, these were a later addition.

AWe foll ow Max Ecker:t
and define portolans as those which are

Nnr humb | 1 ne <c¢char



Methods
!

' 5. Computer

3. choose 2 features|as | assisted
Nreference sgperposition

l 1. trace

shorelines A
S 5 %f?ﬁ .. /{m_ i Lw] R
\;,v } L,?:: g ,m-ka-'.f“"' (P ;] ’ \A"\-\. \
,' - l 5’/ "-—..\,“\r‘wjf' S ! " !
TR ( l 6. assess
[) ", .
| superposition
l 2. digitize l 4. choose map
tracings Pro) ACCEPT
B C .. .
22 13 cylindrical equidistant or

el (standard parallel 4

25 12
Spreadsheet

REJECT




Dulcert, 1339

Topen d

i[: g S

ot




Equidistant cylindrical - Refs : Gibraltar & Bosphorus Straits
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